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January 6, 2023

Mr. Nobuto Hosaka

Mayor of Setagaya Ward

Public Relations and Public Hearing Division, Setagaya Ward4-21-27 Setagaya Setagaraku Tokyo154-
504 Japan

Dear Mr. Nobuto Hosaka:

The Frank Lloyd Wright Building Conservancy is writing to communicate its strong support of the
preservation of the Aisaku Hayashi House,  designed by American architect Frank Lloyd Wrightin 1917.
This house is located in the Setagaya Ward of Tokyo.

There are nearly 400 remaining Frank Lloyd Wright-designed buildings.

Eight of Wright's buildings had the distinction of being listed on the World Heritage in 2019, making
Wright the first modern American architect to make this prestigious list.

Japanese art and architecture had a huge influence on Wright. The Hayashi House holds a unique place
in the work of Frank Lloyd Wright: itssignificance as one of only four remaining Wright buildings in Japan,
and one of only two houses make this building an important and rare example of his work.

Decades of deterioration and modifications to the building have taken their toll, and it is now vital to
focus on its preservation and future. With Sumitomo Real Estate Development Co. as the new owner as of
2021, we urge the Ward to embrace this building as an important cultural asset, and work with
Sumitomo and the City of Tokyo to ensure that this building is restored and preserved in its current
location so thatfuture generations may come to understand the architecture of this important modern

architect.

Frank Lloyd Wright designed his buildings specific to their siting, and Hayashi House's location in the
Setagaya Ward is important to retain. An expert in the conservation and restoration of historic buildings
should supervise the building and its site’s preservation. The Frank Lloyd Wright Building Conservancy
stands ready to assist with any information or technical assistance that Sumitomo Real Estate Development
Co. may need to properly restore the building.

I had the pleasure of visiting your beautiful country of Japan this past November. During my visit, [ had
the opportunity to see Frank Lloyd Wright's remaining structures, including Myonichikan/Jiyu Gakuen
School, Tazaemon Yamamura House in Ashiya, and the remnants of the Imperial Hotel at Meji Mura
Museum in Inuyama. The Hayashi House, designedfor Aisaku Hayashi, general manager of the Imperial
Hotel, is an important link to that lost Tokyo landmark. However, Hayashi House remainsin need of
attention and has not been accessible for many years.

The Frank Lloyd Wright Building Conservancy is the only organization dedicated to the preservation of
all of the built works of Frank Lloyd Wright worldwide. We would like to work with you as an advocate for
the preservation of Hayashi House.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely, Barbara Gordon

Executive Director

Frank Lloyd Wright Building Conservancy
53 W. Jackson Blvd., Suite 720

Chicago, IL 60604

USA
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FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT BUILDING CONSERVANCY

November 29, 2024

To: Setagaya Residents
Fr: Frank Lloyd Wright Building Conservancy*
Re: Preservation and Restoration of the Aisaku Hayashi House in Setagaya Ward

Dear Residents of Setagaya,

The Frank Lloyd Wright Building Conservancy is writing to communicate its strong support of
the preservation and restoration of the Aisaku Hayashi House in Setagaya Ward, Tokyo. The
Hayashi House was designed by American architect Frank Lloyd Wright in 1917. As one of only
four remaining Wright-designed buildings in Japan, one of only two houses, and his first built
residential work outside of North America, the Hayashi House holds a unique place in the
history of Frank Lloyd Wright’s career/work.

That place is reinforced by Wright’s close relationship with client Aisaku Hayashi. Hayashi was
general manager of Tokyo’s Imperial Hotel. Hayashi actively championed the architect to design
the second Imperial Hotel in Tokyo, completed in 1923, and supported him throughout its long
construction. The hotel was demolished in 1968. As such the Hayashi House is an important link
to that lost Tokyo landmark.

Wright's world-wide significance was affirmed in 2019 when eight of his buildings had the
distinction of being inscribed onto the UNESCO World Heritage list, making Wright the first
modern American architect to be included on this prestigious roster. These eight sites are
representative of the principles of organic architecture embodied in all of Frank Lloyd Wright's
work, including the Hayashi House. As noted in the World Heritage nomination: “Wright's
unique approach to architectural design fused form with spirit to influence the course of
architecture in both North America and beyond.... In adapting inspirations from global cultures,
[his works] break free of traditional forms and facilitate modern life. Wright’s solutions would
go on to influence architecture and design throughout the world, and continue to do so to this
day.”

Wright's influence on Japanese architects, ranging from his protégé Arata Endo to
contemporary architect Kengo Kuma, is matched only by the influence of Japanese art and
architecture on his own work. This dialog can be seen specifically in the Hayashi House. The
house’s informal general massing, as well as elements such as its porte cochere and living room,
recall, in particular, Wright’s own Wisconsin house, Taliesin, begun in 1911, just six years before
the Hayashi House. At the same time, the house is tied to its locale and site by its horizontality
and its use of materials native to Japan. Wright designed his buildings to be specific to their site,
and Hayashi House's location in the Setagaya Ward is important to retain.

Today, Hayashi House remains in need of attention and has not been accessible for many years.

Decades of deterioration and modifications to the building have taken their toll, and it is now
vital to focus on its preservation and future. The restoration of the house would provide an
unparalleled opportunity to learn more about Wright's relationship with his Japanese clients
and colleagues.

The presence of the restored Hayashi House in Setagaya would become a treasured local
landmark, linking the past, present and future of the ward.

We urge its owner, Sumitomo Real Estate Development Co., to embrace this building as an
important cultural asset, and to work with Setagaya Ward and the City of Tokyo to ensure that
this building is restored and preserved in its current location. An expert in the conservation and
restoration of historic buildings should supervise the building and its site’s preservation. This
would allow future generations to experience the architecture of this important modern
architect.

*ABOUT THE FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT BUILDING CONSERVANCY

Location: Chicago, lllinois, USA Nonprofit organization founded: 1989

Founded in 1989 by an alliance of academics, building stewards and dedicated Wright
supporters, the Frank Lloyd Wright Building Conservancy is the only organization dedicated to
the preservation of the nearly 400 remaining built works of Frank Lloyd Wright worldwide. Our
organization works closely with building stewards in the United States, Canada and Japan to
support preservation of Wright's work and stands ready to assist with any information or
technical assistance that may need to properly restore the Hayashi House.
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